element. Considering that they were to
shelter a rock, no one can deny that
under the circumstances the use of the
dome as a culminating feature, shows their
sound judgment and sympathetic appre-
ciation. This annular rotunda, or dome
within an octagon, has also been used
by Roman and Byzantian architects.
In the opinion of J. Strzygowski, such
domes originated in Asia Minor and from
there passed through Armenia to the
Byzantians and thence to the Balkans
and Russia. This shows that the Arabs,
instead of copying them, followed their
original source of inspiration.

DOME OF THE CHAIN

^Very near the Dome of
the Rock stands a small structure called
"Qubbat ul-Silsila" or the Dome of the
Chain. This structure, a kiosk made of
an internal hexagonal drum supported
on six columns, is crowned by a cupola.
The outer hendecagonal arcade has eleven
columns, two being included in the mihrab.
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